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qualities of sportsmanship, hard work,
and leadership in young athletes. It’s
the only national youth sports organi-
zation to require academic proficiency,
and it annually awards more than
$110,000 in scholarships. It’s also a lead-
er in making youth sports safe, includ-
ing its work on concussion-related in-
juries and a medical advisory board to
remain proactive on player health and
safety.

This Saturday, December 3, Pop War-
ner will kick off its Super Bowl and
National Cheer and Dance Champion-
ship at ESPN’s Wide World of Sports
complex in Orlando. This week-long
competition will feature participation
from more than 12,000 athletes and will
be broadcasted on ESPNS3.

I want to extend our congratulations,
Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the U.S. Con-
gress, to this excellent, well-recog-
nized, and well-organized program for
young people here in America on behalf
of the Congressional Caucus on Youth
Sports.

———

STOP EXCESSIVE REGULATION
NOW

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
one thing is certain: Excessive govern-
ment regulations are hurting Amer-
ica’s economy and strangling job cre-
ation.

Just this year, new regulations cost
our economy almost $100 billion, and
this is just the cost of new regulations
this year. The Small Business Adminis-
tration estimates that regulations cost
our economy approximately $1.75 tril-
lion annually. This is unacceptable.

With over 14 million Americans out
of work, we can’t afford these excessive
government regulations. But instead of
creating jobs, President Obama would
rather create more regulations that
kill jobs and burden small businesses.

Now, House Republicans have done
the exact opposite. As part of the
House Republican Plan for America’s
Job Creators, we're fighting to reduce
the regulatory burdens to empower
small businesses to create jobs. We've
passed over 20 bills that will create
much needed jobs right now.

President Obama and Senate Demo-
crats need to work for job creation, not
against it, because the people of east-
ern and southeastern Ohio and all
Americans deserve better.

———
DELAYED PILOT FATIGUE RULE

(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, despite
what you might hear in this body, I be-
lieve that there are some regulations
that we all can support.

The National Traffic Safety Board
concluded that pilot fatigue contrib-
uted to the crash of Continental Air-
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lines Flight 3407, which crashed into a
house in my district, killing 50 inno-
cent victims nearly 3 years ago. The
legislation passed by this body in re-
sponse to this crash mandated new
pilot fatigue guidelines to be imple-
mented by August 1 of this year. That
date came and went. Then we were told
November 22. Then we were told No-
vember 30. Those days have come and
gone.

The families of these victims have
worked tirelessly for a resolution to
make sure a tragedy like this never
happens again. The millions of Ameri-
cans who fly our skies every year are
counting on us for regulations to en-
sure their safety. Let’s not let them
down.

——————

TEXAS VALLEY COASTAL BEND
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM GOLD
SEAL

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FARENTHOLD. In November,
the VA outpatient clinic in Harlingen,
Texas, earned the Joint Commission’s
Gold Seal of Approval. This award rec-
ognizes facilities that comply with the
Joint Commission’s national standards
for health care quality and safety in
ambulatory care, behavioral health
care, and home care.

There is no way we can adequately
express our thanks to those who serve
this country, but we must welcome
them home and make sure they have
access to the benefits and services that
they have earned.

Our servicemen and -women deserve
quality health care. The Texas Valley
Coastal Bend Health Care System has
earned this distinction because they
demonstrate a commitment to meeting
the health care needs of all south
Texas veterans.

My staff and I are passionate about
helping veterans. South Texas is one of
the most military and veteran-friendly
places in the country, and I will work
hard to ensure that the servicemem-
bers and families receive the support
that they deserve.

While south Texas is served by great
outpatient facilities, we are in des-
perate need of a full-service VA hos-
pital. I'm the cosponsor of two bills,
H.R. 1318 and H.R. 837, that direct the
VA to bring full-service, inpatient care
facilities to south Texas.

POSTDEPLOYMENT COGNITIVE
TESTING

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, as co-
chair of the Congressional Brain Injury
Task Force, one of my top priorities is
to help our servicemembers with brain
injuries. With posttraumatic stress dis-
order and traumatic brain injury rec-
ognized as the signature injuries of the
conflicts and wars in Iraq and Afghani-
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stan, you would think the Defense De-
partment would have a good system to
catch the injuries. They do not.

Despite our vote, a bipartisan vote in
2008 to have pre- and postdeployment
screenings, postdeployment screenings
have not been required. Five hundred
thousand soldiers with a
predeployment cognitive test were
given that test before they went to the
battle. Coming out, only 3,000 tests
were done postdeployment to actually
compare results. We have nothing to
compare. This is a disgrace and a dis-
service to our troops.

Both sides have agreed that we want
something done. It has not been done
in violation of the law. The Pascrell-
Platts-Andrews-Cole-Ortiz-Wilson-Coff-
man amendment passed in the House
Defense authorization bill to address
this, but it was not included in the
final bill. That’s what we’re trying to
do this year.

————
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PASS THESE JOBS BILLS

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, my
constituents are rightfully fed up.
President Obama has managed to cre-
ate an economy where the only things
that are growing are power in Wash-
ington, debt for our children and
grandchildren, a lack of confidence for
job creators, and the number of unem-
ployed Americans.

When it comes to creating an envi-
ronment to help the private sector cre-
ate jobs, the difference between House
Republicans and Senate Democrats is
the difference between action and inac-
tion.

This year, under the House Repub-
licans’ Plan for America’s Job Cre-
ators, we have passed more than 25 pro-
growth job bills. These bipartisan bills
are aimed at restoring the freedom and
confidence of job creators by breaking
down the barriers preventing them
from growing and creating badly need-
ed jobs. Yet 21 of these bipartisan
House-passed job bills are stuck in the
Senate because Senate Majority Lead-
er HARRY REID continues to put poli-
tics before jobs.

It’s time for the Senate Democrat
leadership to join our fight for America
and put them back to work. Pass these
jobs bills.

————

PASS THE EXTENSION OF
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I have
heard from many struggling families in
Massachusetts who simply don’t know
how they will make ends meet if Con-
gress does not pass an extension of un-
employment benefits before January 1.

From Lowell: T am a 58-year-old man
that has been unemployed for 2 years
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